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Recent distribution of thered deer accordingto the
hunting bag of season 2002 (ind./1000ha)

Dynamics of red deer distribution by Skriba 1984:
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Nakamaja rudeni Jaunaja dzive
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Lielas upes (>50m) — 12m;
videjas upes (20-50m) — 8m;
Mazas upes (2-20m) — 123m;

Strauti (<2m) — 62m; 7
Gravji (<2m) — 636m;
Kanali (>2m) — 99m;
Ezeri — 122m

Kopa — 1062m
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Ei ropas adelu (re-)introdukcija Hiiuma sal a

2.3 Rel eases of European mink - 2000

Preparation of European mink for the release

Selecting animals from the captive population of the Endang
following considerations were taken into account:

A captive population is the basis of the whole mink conserva
guarantee that the species can be restored when ithas entir
wild. In conservation management the requirements of the c

considered of primary importance and for the release only su
who, with regard to their genetic or other qualities, are

ered Species Centre, the

tion work, being also a

ely disappeared from the
aptive population are

ch animals are selected
not needed for the captive

population.
Specimens least related to each other should be selected.
As the reproductive lifespan of the females is short, possi
be chosen for the release - one or two year old specimens would
The sex ratio should be equal.
As the majority of the mink in The Specie s Centre are of the
first, second or third captive generations, there is no d oubt that their behaviour
is greatly different from that of the animals living in the wi Id.
Investigations at Tallinn Zoo have shown that animals livin g in captivity:
almost entirely lack the ability of human avoidance (Fo 0 8);
are not so agile and successful hunters of prey (frogs, cray
rodents, etc.) as animals living in the wild;
in some cases (with nopool in the enclosure) have lost the s
cannot cope in aquatic environment (some are afraid of water
cannot dive and are unable to catch fish);
are not afraid of greater carnivores.
Toincrease the survival chances of the released animals du
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CATCHING OTTERS FOR DUTCH
REINTRODUCTION

2002 and 2004

12 years of preparation

¢ Improvement of waterquality k=g
» Restoration of otterhabitats
< Enlargement of wetlands ’
» Connections of wetlands
* Measures near roads and bridges
* Fyke net protection

« Adaptation of muskusrat traps

 Feasibility studies (i.e. PHVA)

Results in 2002

Catching period April — June 2002

fit otters Latvia 1 otter

fit otters Belarus 2 otters

non fit otters Belarus 3 otters
Bred and orphaned otters March — July 2002

Orphaned Czech otters 2 otters

Bred Swedish otters 2 otters
Released otters July 2002

wild otters 3 otters

orphaned/bred otters 4 otters

total 7 otters




(Results 2002)

Catching period September — October 2002

fit otters Latvia 5 otters
not fit otters Latvia 2 otters
dead otters Latvia 1 otter

fit otters Belarus 3 otters
dead otters Belarus 3 otters

Released otters Oktober — November 2002

wild otters Latvia 5 otters
wild otters Belarus 3 otters
total 8 otters

Results in 2004

In less than 2 weeks 12 otters were caught:

12 May male (too old)
14 May male (escaped, perhaps fit) B
16 May probably female (escaped, perhaps fit) i
18 May oftter escaped (sex unknown)
18 May male (bad teeth)

18 May female ( )

19 May male ( )

20 May female (

20 May male (bad condition)

21 May vrouwtje (', found dead)

23 May vrouwtje (pregnant)
24 May vrouwtje (

, not definitive name)

In total 12 otters, of which 5 Jd and 5, maybe 6 22.

Results in 2004

only Latvia

The GSM trap transmitters allowed for quick reteat
animals caught in traps

On average after alarm only 20 — 30 minutes wecessary to
get to the trapped animal

In two cases the trap transmitters did not wortalise of frost
(-8°C)

The batteries of the used Siemens phones areseesjtive for
low temperatures

In one case the otter caught did not pull offtregnet on top
of the transmitter (no alarm signal)

REINTRODUCTION AREA

12.000 ha of wetlands w

Location:

SW of Friesland and
NW of Overijssel

» Transport to enclosures

« Atarrival check of condition and
behaviour

« Good care of otters
food
veterinary care

« Vaccinations (rabies) and treatment
against parasites (stronghold)

* Veterinary check before transport
« Transport to airport (Riga/Minsk)
« Transport to Netherlands

Riga-Helsinki-A'dam
Minsk-Frankfurt-A'dam







