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Investigation of the seasonal dynamics of two-gabtspider mites on the
commercial strawberries in high and low tunnels amukn field was made.
Strawberries are among the most popular soft frintd atvia and for extended
production purposes growing of those crops ofterpesformed in tunnels. The
specific environmental conditions in the tunnelsr@ases the number of pest species
and decreases the number of their natural ener@as. of the most dangerous
strawberry pests is two-spotted spider mifestranychus urticae is the most
polyphagous of the spider mite species and the negsinomically important
arthropod pest in the commercial strawberry plaotat This spider mites are
dependent on environmental conditions - they prifgh air temperature and low
relative humidity.

Information is scarce on dynamics of two-spottemlespmites in strawberry
plantations in Latvia. Hence an aim of the curremestigation was to make an
insight in the dynamics ofetranychus urticae in the high and low tunnels and open
field. An investigation was performed in the tenit of the Latvian State Institute of
Fruit-Growing in Dobele and Pure Horticultural Rass center during the vegetation
season 2013. The ordinary strategy (in Latvia)tvgberry leaf cutting after the last
harvest in the middle of July was performed. The@ag of strawberry leaves was
made fortnightly from 7.05.2013 to 24.09.2013 (BB@3-61) in the untreated
strawberry plantations.

In the early spring in the high tunnels and opeidfof strawberry plantations
average number of two-spotted spider mites peafias low (0 - 15 indv./leaf) due
to the relatively low average air temperature. Th@ximal average number Gf
urticae was 75-115 indv./leaf in the low tunnels at thistfsampling time (9.05.2013).
The polythene cover in the low tunnels was rematetthe beginning of June (BBCH
81), which led to the significant decrease of agenaumber of the two-spotted spider
mites. In the open field. urticae reached maximal value (64 indv./leaf) at the meddl
of June (BBCH 87) and in the high tunnels (68 ifidaf) at the beginning of June
(BBCH 81).

Two-spotted spider mite populations undergoing inseumbers after the leaf
cut-off, still it was not significant as average &mperature gradually decreased
toward the autumn.



