Course guide

Medical parasitology, 4th semester 2 credit points

Teacher: associated professor Voldemars Spungis, phone: 7034880, 9132041, e-mail: adalia@lanet.lv

Time and place of lectures

Once a week in Mondays, from 10.30 to 12.00, room No 430 (4th floor, Faculty of Biology)

Goal of the course

to give the background knowledge in most significant species of human parasites, their biology, pathology, epidemiology.
Obtained knowledge and skills

Students will obtain knowledge about different species of parasites what can influence human health, about the most important parasites in different parts of the World, about prophylaxis and treatment. In labs students will get skills to distinguish various species of parasites and during the seminars they will improve the skills to present certain topic, express their viewpoint and to discuss.

Prerequisites

background knowledge in general biology.

Description of the course realisation

Teacher delivers lectures on general issues of parasitology, general characterisation of parasitic animal phyla. Students pass two tests and prepare assay (~5000  characters). 

Date
Content
Activity

10.02.
Introduction in parasitology. Diversity of life and distribution of parasites in animal realm. Ecology and evolution of parasites.
Lecture

17.02.
Protists 
Lecture

24.02.
Protists
Lecture. Laboratory

03.03.
Protists 
Test 1 (Protists)

10.03.
Flatworms
Lecture

17.03.
Flatworms
Lecture

24.03.
Flatworms
Lecture

31.03.
Flatworms
Laboratory

07.04.
Roundworms
Lecture. Test 2 (Flatworms)

14.04.
Eastern holidays
No lecture

21.04.
Eastern holidays
No lecture

28.04.
Roundworms
Lecture Laboratory

05.04.
Roundworms
Test 3 (Roundworms)

12.05.
Insects, ticks
Lecture

19.04.
Insects, ticks
Lecture. Laboratory.

26.05.
Final lecture
Submission of assays. Test 4 (Insects, ticks)
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