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Introduction. Over the centuries, there have been remarkable changes in craniofacial anthropometric dimensions due to genetic and environmental factors. The craniofacial morphological traits change in short or long time periods, but the changes of the craniofacial dimensions are often more subtle than somatic parameters changes of the body. The aim of the study was to determine the craniofacial differences in two female groups during the time period from the 30-ies in the 20th century to the first decade in the 21st century in Latvia. 
Material and methods. The study group (2002-2004) consisted of a sample of 50 women. The participants chosen were generally healthy and exhibited no craniofacial abnormalities. For identification of landmarks and measuring techniques we have followed methodological recommendations given by R. Martin and K. Saller. For the comparison of the craniofacial century changes the Latvia University researcher`s L. Krastina-Jeruma collected material (1929-1930) was used, in which were included only Latvians at least in two last generations, about 1000 women. The analysis of the craniofacial dimensions of participants by the investigation period created 2 groups: A (subjects measured in 2002-2004) and B (subjects measured in 1929-1930). The total 8 measurements were compared separately in study groups. Two indexes (cephalic index and prosopic index) were calculated from these measurements. All collected data were summarized using SPSS for Windows 17.0 version. Means, standard deviations and t-test were used for evaluating the differences between comparative groups.
Results. In A group the mean values were: head circumference (g-op1) - 55.22±1.87 cm; head length (g-op) - 18.33±0.66 cm; maximum head breadth (eu-eu) - 14.58±0.59 cm; minimum frontal breadth (ft-ft) - 10.66±0.74 cm; maximum facial breadth (zy-zy) - 12.24±0.80 cm; morphological facial height (n-gn) - 11.76±0.62 cm; nose height (n-sn) - 5.67±0.57 cm; nose width (al-al) - 3.28±0.27 cm. In B group the mean values were: head circumference (g-op1) - 54.21±0.05 cm; head length (g-op) - 18.10±0.02 cm; maximum head breadth (eu-eu) - 14.88±0.02 cm; minimum frontal breadth (ft-ft) - 10.30±0.01 cm; maximum facial breadth (zy-zy) - 13.33±0.02 cm; morphological facial height (n-gn) - 11.56±0.20 cm; nose height (n-sn) - 5.40±0.01 cm; nose width (al-al) - 3.29±0.01 cm. Higher values were obtained in head circumference (g-op1), head length (g-op), minimum frontal breadth (ft-ft), morphological facial height (n-gn) and nose height (n-sn) in A group in comparison with group B, but in B group higher values if compared with group A were determined in maximum head breadth (eu-eu) and maximum facial breadth (zy-zy). The most of these differences were not significant. The mean values of the nose width (al-al) were similar in both compared groups.
Our results showed that the dominant type of head shape (cephalic index - 79.50) was mesocephalic in group A, but in group B subjects had brachycephalic head shape (cephalic index - 82.20). The dominant type of face shape (prosopic index - 96.08) was hyperleptoprosopic (very long face) in group A, and it was mesoprosopic (round face) in group B (prosopic index - 86.72).
Conclusions. (1) The changes in the craniofacial dimensions during more than 75 years were stable for the most of a measured parameters; (2) Statistically significant differences were not observed in main craniofacial dimensions; (3) Overall the analysis of the craniofacial data for this study in respect of some differences between both groups was found to be not remarkable.
